
Entrepreneurship Speaker Series 
        University of California, Berkeley 

Spring 2016 - Syllabus 
 
Prerequisites – Strong interest in entrepreneurship 
 
To gain the most out of this course a history of entrepreneurship and or entrepreneurial efforts in 
your past will be helpful but is not required. 
 
Instructor: Mackenzie Feldman – mfeldman@berkeley.edu 
Class Format: Lectures 
Units: 1 
Day and Time: TBA 
Location: Haas School of Business, Classroom TBA 
Website: http://www.entrepreneurshipspeakerseries.com/ 
 
Themes: 
This class will revolve around three themes: Failure, Struggles and Recovery. 
 
Goal: 
To help you succeed as an entrepreneur by helping you gain a broader perspective on the world of 
entrepreneurship by better understanding the struggles that every entrepreneur faces and the 
failures that are a part of every entrepreneurial journey. 
 
In addition, by understanding the strength it takes to be tenacious in the face of overwhelming 
odds, this class aims to lay stronger foundation for your future entrepreneurial success. 
 
Description: 
The Entrepreneurship Speaker Series is a weekly speaker series that brings speakers from around 
the world to share their insights, struggles, challenges and lessons learned with aspiring 
entrepreneurs from all over the world. 
 
The speakers and homework will provide students with varying perspectives to entrepreneurship 
and give them real world insights to what it really takes to be an entrepreneur. 
 
Topics: 
• Entrepreneurship   
• Startup environment/funding   
• Idea execution  
• Risk Management 
• Industry 
• Leadership  
• Team dynamics/management 
• Strategies 
• Market Behavior 
• Scale 
 
Grading: P/NP. You must get at least a 75% to pass the class. 
The grades will be based on Homework (20%), Research (20%), Attendance (30%) & Final (30%) 



 
A Not Pass grade will be given for failure to complete homework and/or for poor attendance. 
 
Homework: (20%) 
The weekly homework is a one – two page (double spaced, Times New Roman, 12 point font) 
paper on two topics: the previous weeks speaker and the previous weeks reading. The homework 
should be printed and brought to class every week. Do not email the homework; if you miss class 
bring the homework either before or after you miss the class. 
 
Split your paper into two sections:  

1. Section 1 – Speaker  
a. Two paragraphs 

i. First paragraph – A summary of the talk  
ii. Second paragraph – Relevant takeaways and their application to you and 

your entrepreneurial future.  
2. Section 2 – Reading  

a. Your takeaways from the reading.  
 
You may miss up to 1 homework assignment without having it affect your grade. 
 
Research: (20%) 
Two Options:  

1. The name of the upcoming speakers will be shared about a week in advance. You will be 
expected to research the speaker and their company and use your research to ask good 
questions.  

2. Research articles on the topics of our class.  
 
Attendance: (30%)  
Your homework will count for your attendance too. If you don’t have an assignment to submit then 
submit a blank page with your name and SID on it. 
 
More than 1 absence will put you at risk of not passing the class.  
 
Final: (30%) 
There will be a final exam at the culmination of class on all speakers and any readings assigned, 
and will account for 50% of the final grade. 
 
Extra Credit:  
Students are able to earn extra credit through following means: 
• Manage the class website and the livestream/recording of the speech (Replace Final) 
• Class Reader (Replace Final) 
• If space is available, invite an entrepreneur who took a company public (i.e. IPO) as a guest 
speaker (1 Homework assignment) 
 
Class Roadmap: 

• Week 1 – Introduction 
• Week 2 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 3 – Speaker TBA 



• Week 4 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 5 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 6 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 7 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 8 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 9 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 10 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 11 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 12 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 13 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 14 – Speaker TBA 
• Week 15 – Final 

 
Reading List: (All articles can be found for free online)  

1. Getting	started	with	entrepreneurship:	ready,	set,	go!	By	Raghu	Kumar,	RKSV 
2. Be Your Own Best Advocate by Deborah M. Kolb 
3. Why Curious People Are Destined for the C-Suite by Warren Berger 
4. The Daily Routines of Geniuses by Sarah Green Carmichael 
5. Mindfulness in the Age of Complexity by Harvard Business Review Staff From the March 

2014 Issue 
6. 9 Things People Just Don’t Get About Entrepreneurs by Jeff Haden 
7. Business Not As Usual: The Millennial Social Entrepreneur by Neale Godfrey 
8. Can Social Enterprises Really Solve Poverty? by Skoll World Forum (can be found on 

Forbes.com) 
9. The Need for Entrepreneurial Leadership by Randel Carlock 
10. The 5 Types of Entrepreneurs by Kimanzi Constable 
11. 6 things wrong with the ‘Lean Startup’ model (and what to do about it) by Michael Sharkey 
12. To Get To The Root Of A Hard Problem, Just Ask "Why" Five Times 
13. How Design Thinking Can Help Social Entrepreneurs by Sarah A. Soule 
14. Entrepreneurship: The Ultimate White Privilege? by Jordan Weissmann 
15. If in doubt, innovate (The Economist, Feb 2nd, 2013) 

 


